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REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.10 am]: On Friday 25 October, I attended two 
Regional Mobile Communications Project site launches in the wheatbelt region. I was accompanied by Shane 
Love, the member for Moore, and Hon Jim Chown, member for Agricultural Region. The launches celebrated 
the completion of two new telecommunications towers in the towns of Miling and Woodridge and acknowledged 
the collaboration between the many parties involved. On behalf of the Minister for Commerce, Hon Michael 
Mischin, MLC, I had the opportunity to make a brief speech at both launches as part of the official proceedings, 
and to speak with other attendees. 
To give members some background about the RMCP, in January 2012 Telstra was awarded a $39.2 million 
contract from the Liberal–National government to implement the project. It will deliver about $106 million in 
value to the state. The RMCP is improving mobile communications in almost every region of Western Australia. 
It will provide reliable, near-continuous mobile and broadband coverage along major highways and in nearby 
and selected regional, rural and remote communities. I am sure members are all aware of the many and far-
reaching benefits of reliable coverage for regional communities and businesses, emergency service operations 
and the delivery of government and other services. 

Of the 113 RMCP towers planned across Western Australia, 74 have been completed to date, with Miling and 
Woodridge being among the most recently completed sites. The new Miling and Woodridge towers will bring 
the coverage in and around the towns closer to the speeds experienced in capital cities. I will give members an 
example of how this new coverage is transforming lives and livelihoods in these regional communities. Miling 
Hotel owner Gordon Burns said the coverage was critical for his business in the hospitality industry. People had 
been put off staying at the hotel due to the lack of mobile and internet coverage. Since the town’s new tower was 
activated, bookings for accommodation and the restaurant at the hotel have picked up tremendously. 

I commend Telstra for organising these launches and the relevant agencies involved in the delivery of this very 
successful project. 
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